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  Executive Summary

Sheridan’s parks are at a critical turning 
point. As the parks continue to age without 
improvements there will be a time within the 
very near future when the current facilities 
may be beyond repair and will require outright 
replacement. Some park features may already 
be in this condition. It is imperative that town 
leaders take action to make sure that park 
facilities receive proper maintenance and 
continue to be a safe, fun, and convenient 
outlet for residents. 

Predictable management of park resources 
is an important step the community needs 
to take to help ensure future viability of park 
assets. This is going to be a great challenge 
considering the financial pressures a small 
community such as Sheridan already faces but 
it is an important investment to help ensure 
these resources continue to exist. Among all of 
the ideas contained in this plan, the following 
themes are likely the most critical to take quick 
action on to help ensure that the Sheridan’s 
parks continue to be available for resident’s 
enjoyment.

1. Establish a parks board 
The park system needs consistent oversight 
and direction through a legally established 
Parks and Recreation Board and Sheridan 
residents and community organizations 
need a consistent presence for park related 
issues and decisions.

2. Develop a dedicated maintenance 
plan 
The maintenance plan should include 
identification of town staff and resources 
dedicated specifically to regular park 
inspections and maintenance activities. 
The recent turnover of operations for 
Biddle Memorial Park makes this even 

more important as the town is now responsible 
for maintenance on a significant number of 
additional facilities which historically had 
a consistent funding source and operational 
oversight.

3. Continue to support youth sports activities 
This includes continuing to maintain and 
expand partnerships with Sheridan Schools 
and Sheridan Community Recreation – 
partnerships like this provide invaluable local 
youth sports programs and can help contribute 
to the maintenance and upkeep of sports 
facilities.

4. Find ways to generate additional revenue 
from park activities 
This should not just be limited to youth 
sports. Look to your peer communities and 
Hamilton County Parks for creative ideas on 
how to operate resources such as Sheridan 
Community Center, community festivals, and 
other events in a manner which allows them 
to at the very least pay for themselves and 
possibly generate additional revenue to help 
support the parks.

5. Continue to look for ways to improve your 
parks 
Deferred maintenance items need to be a top 
priority to ensure safe and accessible use of 
existing facilities for residents but long range 
planning also needs to begin so updates to older 
equipment, installation of new and exciting 
features, and possible park expansion will be 
feasible in the future.  The Town already owns 
several parcels of wooded land adjacent to 
Biddle Park and with the scheduled completion 
of the Monon Trail to Sheridan from Westfield 
in mid-2016, Sheridan can shift their focus to 
ways to continue the trail through Town.  
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The Town of Sheridan is situated in the northwest 
corner of Hamilton County, a few miles west 
of U.S. 31.  Due to its location, Sheridan has 
thus far been insulated from the massive 
growth that Hamilton County has seen over the 
last 15 years.  However, with improvements 
and upgrades to U.S. 31 and the continued 
expansion of development northward from 
southern Hamilton County, growth is coming 
to Sheridan.  In fact, the Indiana Business 
Research Center projects that Hamilton County 
will continue as the fastest growing county in 
the State until 2050.  

With growth will also come additional pressures 
on existing public services and facilities, 
including the parks.  While this is a five year 
master plan, the Town has to take a proactive 
role and start planning now for future changes 
to the park system.  

Parks play an important role in a community. 
In small communities, where access to other 
forms of activity can be limited, parks can play 
an even more important role for residents as 
a focal point for community activities, social 
engagement, and important events. 

Section 1

Introduction
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For Sheridan, the park system represents a 
concentration of well distributed open spaces 
providing easy access for residents in nearby 
neighborhoods. Sheridan’s parks also serve 
a central role in the cultural and social fabric 
of the community by providing space for the 
following important activities:

•	 Youth	Sports, including organized activities 
through the Sheridan Community Schools 
and Sheridan Community Recreation, and 
unorganized ‘pick-up’ activities for many of 
Sheridan’s youth.

•	 Cultural	 Heritage, including the George 
Boxley Cabin which is a National Register of 
Historic Places listed property dating to the 
earliest beginnings of Sheridan’s founding.

•	 Community	 Events	 and	 Festivals, 
including Bluegrass Fever, the 4th of July 
Celebration, and numerous other events 
which introduce many visitors to the 
community and provide many hours of 
entertainment for residents.

Sheridan’s parks also play an important role in 
helping to keep residents active and engaged 
with their neighbors. The locations and broad 
appeal of park features encourage people to 
get out and about in the community and help 
serve an important function in the continued 
physical and mental wellness of residents. 
Features such as the Monon Trail, the disc golf 
course, the skatepark, playgrounds, and sports 
fields provide an outlet for physical activity, 
recreation, and social engagement. Sheridan’s 
park settings also help provide beautiful spaces 
within the community where people can relax 
and enjoy mature shade trees, manicured 
planting beds, and a brief respite from the 
stresses associated with daily life. 

It is always a challenge to place a tangible value 
on the benefits that places like parks have in a 
community but it is not too difficult to answer the 
following question: Would Sheridan continue to 
be the place it is without its parks?

The ideas in this plan reflect the ideas and input 
from more than 270 residents through various 
sources such as the community survey, public 
meetings, and the project steering committee. 
Common among all of these ideas was the fact 
that residents of Sheridan highly value and 
appreciate the parks and they would like to 
see the parks not only survive in their current 
form but also improve. This plan inventories 
and evaluates each Sheridan park property 
and provides guidance on maintenance and 
improvement items which should be considered 
for each property. The plan also identifies some 
additional considerations for the Town to help 
ensure the parks continue to serve as an 
important and valuable community asset. 
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Planning area

Sheridan is approximately 2 square miles, and 
has a 2013 estimated population of 2,991 
people.  The community sits in the northwest 
corner of Hamilton County in Adams Township, 
about an hour from downtown Indianapolis 
and about 20 minutes from Noblesville and 
Westfield.  The community has three traditional 
public parks within its  boundaries and also has 
three pocket parks located along Main Street  
which are maintained on private property by 
Sheridan Main Street, Inc.

The Town is within close proximity to many 
recreational facilities owned and operated by 
the Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
Department. The community is also served by the 
Sheridan Community School Corporation, which 
has several athletic fields and play facilities on 
its grounds. The Sheridan Community Schools 
Corporation serves over 1,010 children in three 
schools including Sheridan Elementary School,  
Sheridan Middle School, and Sheridan High 
School.  

For the purposes of this plan, the planning area 
is considered to be the Town Limits of Sheridan.  
With the exception of Biddle Memorial Park, 
which hosts several sporting events, most users 
of the local park system are those who live within 
Town.  Regional parks and the parks system 
in nearby Westfield, Carmel, and Noblesville 
provide attractive amenities to those who live 
elsewhere in the county, and even to several 
who live in Sheridan.  

Section 2

The Community
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history

The earliest settlers in the area were George and 
Hannah Boxley, who built a cabin in 1828, that 
still stands on the original site within Veteran’s 
Park.  The exact origins of Sheridan, which 
started out as Millwood, are unknown due to 
loss of records in a 1913 fire which destroyed 
the town hall.  However, Millwood was platted in 
April 1866 by Egbert Higbee.  Around the same 
time Caswell Boxley, the son of George Boxley, 
began platting lots along the southern edge of 
his father’s land. In 1871, after a successful 
petition for a post office, it was discovered 
that another village in Indiana with the same 
name already had a post office.  In light of this, 
Millwood was renamed Sheridan, in honor of 
Civil War general Philip Sheridan.  

Little growth occurred in Sheridan until the 
arrival of the Monon Railroad in 1882. Rail 
development spawned rapid commercial and 
industrial growth.  Various mills and factories 
lined the rail line and the success led to the 
incorporation of the Town in 1886.  Natural gas 
discovered in Town in 1888 added to the early 
boom.  

Around the turn of the 20th century, Sheridan 
had become the second largest town in 
Hamilton County.  The Town boasted a variety 
of stores, hotels, banks and lodges.  Many of 
these structures survived the 1913 fire which 
burned most of the southern end of downtown.  

After the fire, many of the burned residential 
dwellings were replaced with commercial 
buildings and many of the buildings built 
between the 1880’s and the 1930’s remain 
standing in downtown Sheridan today.   

Man-Made & Cultural Features

There are a few key man-made features within 
Sheridan.  Highway 38 runs diagonally through 
the community, with a portion of the highway 
also along Main Street downtown.  The highway 
physically connects all three Town parks, with 
Biddle Memorial Park and Community Park 
lying directly along the highway and Veteran’s 
Community Park one block north of 38.   Future 
pedestrian connections can utilize portions 
of the highway to better connect the parks to 
one another.  Festival and events held in the 
parks also benefit from the direct visibility and 
connection to visitors and travelers driving 
through Sheridan on Highway 38.  

Highway 47 runs east-west across the bottom 
third of the community, passing by the northern 
edge of Biddle Memorial Park.  Highway 47 
connects Highway 31 and Highway 421 on 
either side of Sheridan and sees heavier traffic 
than Highway 38.  The Monon Trail currently 
ends at the highway and providing a safe and 
well marked pedestrian crossing across the 
highway will be critical to future extension of 
this trail which can connect Biddle Park to the 
rest of the community.  

Boxley Cabin located in Veteran’s Park. 
Photo: HWC
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The old Monon rail corridor runs diagonally 
through the community, southeast to northwest, 
similar to Highway 38.  As mentioned, the 
extension and development of the Monon Trail 
along this corridor through the Town will be 
critical to providing safe passage across Highway 
47 as well as providing a dedicated pedestrian 
linkage to the downtown and the three existing 
park properties.  The Monon Rail corridor also 
presents an opportunity for Sheridan to connect 
itself to a larger regional trail network further 
south in Hamilton County.  Just as the original 
Monon Rail Line was instrumental in the growth 
and expansion of Sheridan during the late 
1800’s, completing the trail connection to the 
larger regional system can be instrumental in 
future success and vitality for Sheridan.
The school campus in the northeast corner of 
the community houses the elementary school, 
middle school, and high school, drawing a large 
volume of traffic daily.  The school campus is 
currently situated in an area with plenty of room 
to grow but there are no easy ways to get to the 
campus except  by car.  Since the schools utilize 
the parks for some of their athletic programs, 
future pedestrian connections to the school 
system can help further the use of the park 
system and continue the sharing of services 
and amenities.
Perhaps the most prominent man-made and 
cultural feature in Sheridan is the Boxley Cabin 
and Homestead;  a very visible symbol of 
Sheridan’s heritage located on top of the hill in 
Veteran’s Park.  As mentioned earlier, the cabin 
was built in 1828 by George Boxley himself and 
is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
In addition to the physical features already 
mentioned, the Town also hosts several festivals 
and events throughout the year including:
• Sheridan Bluegrass Fever summer festival
• Regular bluegrass jam sessions
• Boxley Lecture Series

Main Street pocket park made possible by Sheridan Main Street
Photo: HWC

Dedication Plaque in Veteran’s Park
Photo: HWC

• Sheridan Heritage Celebration
• Sheridan Fireside Tales
• Sheridan Lion’s Club Fish Fry
• Critter Showcase
• Sheridan 4th of July Parade & Celebration
• Gospel Times!
• Music & Art in the Park
Numerous other events such as community 
dinners, pancake breakfasts and fish fries are 
held at the Sheridan Community Center which 
is located in Community Park.  
While these festivals and events bring people 
to the parks, they also offer the opportunity to 
directly support the parks through vendor fees, 
donations, or park focused fundraisers.  Events 
such as Music & Art in the Park, Sheridan 4th 
of July Parade & Celebration, and Sheridan 
Bluegrass Fever Summer Festival that have 
direct connections to the parks and draw large 
groups offer wonderful opportunities for this 
kind of support.   

Boxley Cabin located in Veteran’s Park. 
Photo: HWC
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Sheridan Population (1920-2010)

Sheridan Age Distribution (2009-2013) Sheridan Community Schools Enrollment (2009-2015)

soCial and eConoMiC FaCtors

Population
Sheridan’s population has had steady growth 
since 1990.  While population only grew by 
around 16% from 1920 to 1990, since 1990 
growth has been around 30%.  This growth 
mirrors the regional trend of growth in Hamilton 
County which is projected to nearly double it’s 
2010 population of 274,569 by 2050.   
Out of 1,013 households, 698 are occupied by 
families.  Growing population trends indicate 
that Sheridan should expect additional demand 
for park and recreation amenities into the 
foreseeable future.

age
Nearly 70% of the population is comprised of 
children under 19 years of age and adults from 
ages 25 to 44.  Residents over the age of 65 
comprise about 12% of the population.  Overall 
the population distribution is consistent with 
State averages with one notable difference; 
there is a much smaller percentage of the 
population aged 20 to 24.  
This age distribution can help indicate what 
facilities and programs will receive the highest 
demand. For example, with a high percentage 
of households having young children it should 
be expected that playgrounds, sports facilities, 
and other active recreational amenities will be 
in high demand.

school enrollment
According to Indiana Department of Education 
statistics, the Sheridan Community Schools 
Corporation has seen a slight decline in 
enrollment over the last 4 years, though 
enrollment was up for 2015.  The decline from 
2012 to 2015 only reflects about 59 students.  
The school corporation represents an important 
community partner for the Town since some 
of the Towns park facilities are used by the 
school corporation for school athletics. This 
relationship  should be expected to continue to 
be mutually beneficial into the future.
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individual disability rates (2009-2013)
indiana sheridan

Under 5 Yrs. .9% 0%
5 to 17 Yrs. 6% 7.8%
21 to 64 Yrs. 11.3% 12.9%
65 Yrs and Over 37.4% 41.3%

employment in sheridan
age total in labor 

Force
error employed error unemployment 

rate
error

16 Years and Over 2.098 68.8% +/- 
5.8%

62.0% +/- 
5.9%

9.9% +/- 4.8%

Educational Attainment (2009-2013)

disability status
Nearly 13.5% of people in Sheridan report a 
disability.  This percentage is in line with the 
State average of 13%.  The U.S. Census Bureau 
defines a disability as a long lasting condition 
or limitation that affects the ability to perform 
major life events.  
Accessibility and universal design should be 
thoughtfully considered with this master plan 
and into the future.  The community may not 
currently possess the resources and ability to 
retrofit all facilities within the park system, but 
implementing retrofits when able should be 
prioritized to ensure safety and equal access of 
these important facilities for all residents.

educational attainment and employment
Sheridan’s population has a higher percentage 
of high school graduates and those with some 
college experience when compared to Indiana, 
but lags behind in those with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.  
According to the 2009-2013 ACS estimates, 
the portion of the population age 16 and over 
was 2,098.  Of those people, nearly 69% were 
considered to be within the labor force, but 
only 62% were employed.  The unemployment 
rate was 9.9%, slightly higher than the State 
average of 9.6%.  
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income and Poverty
The median household income for Sheridan was 
$44,974 in 2013.  That is in line, but slightly 
below the State average household income 
of $48,248 for 2013.  Sheridan’s household 
income is far below Hamilton County’s average 
household income of $82,468.  
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the poverty 
threshold for a four-person family was $22,314 
in 2010.  The threshold for a two  person family 
under the age of 65 was $14,676.  Nearly 13% 
of all families in 2013 had income below the 
federal poverty level in Sheridan.  
Across the board, the percentage of those living 
in poverty in Sheridan, Hamilton County and 
Indiana has increased since 2000.  Sheridan 
and Indiana are nearly identical with between 
15% and 16% of individuals living in poverty 
compared to only 5% in Hamilton County as a 
whole.  
A higher percentage of lower income households 
puts strain on the Town’s resources available 
for parks and recreation. However, often times 
lower income households are more dependent 
on public parks and recreational facilities 
than higher income households due to less 
disposable income which limits their ability to 
regularly access other forms of recreational 
experiences.

income (2013 estimate)
subject households error
Sheridan 1,111 +/- 143
Sheridan Median Income $44,974 +/- 4,058
Sheridan Mean Income $53,424 +/- 5,070
Indiana 2,481,793 +/- 6,580
Indiana Median Income $48,248 +/- 198
Indiana Mean Income $62,988 +/- 315
Hamilton County 103,234 +/- 869
Hamilton County Median Income $82,468 +/- 2,009
Hamilton County Mean Income $107,384 +/- 2,361

Individual Poverty Rates



Prepared by HWC Engineering

Section 2    The Community

u 11

natural Features and 
landsCaPe

topography
Sheridan and the land surrounding it are 
very flat with some change in elevation along 
streams and other drainage ways.  Since the 
surrounding land is so flat, and is underlain by 
glacial till deposits, farmland occupies much of 
the space to the northwest, northeast and east 
of Sheridan. 

hydrology 
Sheridan is within the Upper White River 
Watershed.  Generally, water flow in this region 
is northeast to southwest.  However, in Sheridan, 
two distinct watersheds bisect the community 
from the northwest corner to the southeast 
corner.  Symons Ditch, which is a tributary of the 
Little Cicero Creek, drains the northeast half.  
Eagle Creek drains the southwest half.  Little 
Cicero Creek drains into Morse Reservoir, while 
Eagle Creek drains into Eagle Creek reservoir.  
Combined, these reservoirs serve as the water 
supply for nearly 250,000 residents in the 
region.  Approximately 16 classified wetlands 
can also be found scattered in low lying areas 
around Sheridan and along portions of Eagle 
Creek and Little Cicero Creek.  

While Little Cicero Creek and Eagle Creek are 
not particularly large bodies of water and they 
have narrows floodways along the main creek 
corridor, they do have the potential to cause 
localized flooding due to the flat topography in 
the area and underlying poor draining soils.  

The drainage conditions surrounding Sheridan 
have translated into potential problems in 
the parks, specifically in Biddle Memorial 
Park. Many residents expressed concern that 
portions of the park frequently retain enough 
stormwater to be rendered unusable for short 
periods of time, including the disk golf course 
and the Monon Trail. Drainage patterns should 

be a main point of consideration as facility 
improvements and repairs are planned and as 
new facility locations are discussed.

natural areas/Preserves
While there are no large conservation areas 
or land preserves in Sheridan, there are a few 
such areas located within a short distance of 
the Town.  The Stoops Heron Rookery is a 33 
acre preserve about 10 miles east of Sheridan.  
Strawtown Koteewi “Prairie” Park is a nearly 
700 acre park approximately 14 miles from 
Sheridan.  Washington Township also operates 
MacGregor Park, which is a 40 acre passive 
nature park 9 miles east of Sheridan at the 
intersection of Highways 38 and 31. All of 
these facilities provide additional recreational 
opportunities and preserve natural areas for 
the region. 

It could be argued that the Boxley Cabin and 
Homestead in Veteran’s Memorial Park provides 
the most significant natural feature in Sheridan 
as the hillside it resides on is such an anomaly 
from the flat topography found throughout the 
rest of Town and provides a nice view over the 
area.  Biddle Memorial Park, though it deals 
with poor drainage like most of the area, has an 
opportunity to provide more naturalized areas 
for enjoyment and to help reduce maintenance 
needs.  The Town owns several wooded parcels 
of land immediately west of the park which will 
also be developed into additional amenities in 
the future.  

Monument in Veteran’s Park
Photo: HWC
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Community involvement and feedback was a 
critical factor in shaping the outcomes of this 
plan. This involvement came in many forms 
which are summarized in this section. 

Section 3

Plan Development
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Planning Committee

The development of this plan was led by a 
group of dedicated volunteers who met four 
times as a group to discuss the plan. This Parks 
Steering Committee was also responsible for 
reviewing public feedback responses and using 
the feedback to guide the development of the 
plan’s vision and goals. They also served as the 
primary reviewer of the plan, providing editing 
and content direction on the draft and final plan 
document.

PubliC Survey

An online public survey was conducted between 
April 1, 2015 and April 30, 2015 and received 
252 responses, a 12% response rate based on 
the current population. Notice of the survey was 
distributed in resident’s utility bills, posted on 
the Town’s website, posted at the Town Hall and 
circulated by word of mouth through the project 
Steering Committee.  The survey questions 
and answer summaries can be found in the 
appendix.  

Some of the top priorities emerging from the 
survey included the following: 
• upgrading restrooms
• upgrading playground equipment
• additional pedestrian connections
• providing a pool or splash pad

Survey responses and comments were used to 
develop the plan details found in the following 
chapters. 

PubliC meetingS

A public meeting was held on June 4th at 7:00 
p.m. at the Sheridan Community Center to 
present the progress of the park and recreation 
masterplan including park inventory and 
preliminary recommendations based on the 
public survey and steering committee input.  
Approximately 31 members of the public were 
present and the comments centered around 
improvements to the Monon Trail,  improvements 
to Biddle Memorial Park and adding tennis 
courts which could help boost a local club sport 
into a school varsity sport.  

A final public hearing was conducted to allow 
residents another opportunity to voice their 
opinion on the plan prior to formal approval by 
the Town Council. This meeting was conducted 
on September 10th in the Town Hall and occured 
immediately before the Town Council meeting 
where the plan was considered for adoption.
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Stakeholder interviewS

In addition to the public survey and public 
meeting, individuals and groups were 
recommended by the Planning Committee to be 
contacted for phone interviews between June 
8, 2015 and June 12, 2015. A total of three 
individuals were successfully interviewed via 
phone representing perspectives from the local 
school district, the local library, and the Biddle 
Memorial Foundation.

Priorities that emerged from the interviews 
included:

• Coordination and cooperation between 
varied community groups has been critical 
to the success of the parks.  The symbiotic 
relationship between the parks and these 
community groups should continue and be 
strengthened in the future. 

• Partnerships should continue with the 
school to further develop and share athletic 
facilities.  Currently the school softball 
team utilizes  Biddle Memorial Park and the 
athletic fields at the middle and high school 
are open to the community.  There is a need 
for additional tennis courts to support the 
development of a varsity tennis program. 

• In a community such as Sheridan it is 
beneficial for everyone to try and get multiple 
uses out of facilities instead of duplicating 
services.  

• A community facility within Biddle Memorial 
Park, with indoor recreational space and 
office space, could benefit many community 
organizations.  

• Pedestrian access within the parks should 
be improved. 

• Restroom facilities should be provided or 
improved within the parks.  

• Basic facility improvements and 
maintenance needs should be met prior to 
large projects being initiated so the Town 
can develop the infrastructure to support 
larger projects.

• There should be a point person or committee, 
such as a Parks Board, to help coordinate 
improvements to the parks from willing 
organizations and volunteers.  

PubliC doCument review

Sheridan residents were also offered four weeks 
to review the draft plan document and provide 
feedback and comments. A digital copy of the 
draft plan was made available on the Town 
of Sheridan website for download and review. 
Hard copies were made available for review in 
various locations around town, including Town 
Hall and Sheridan Public Library. 

The plan was also made avialable to Town 
officials and residents for review via an FTP 
server. The link to the server was distributed 
to various groups and mailing lists thorugh 
electronic correspondence. There were more 
than 250 unique downloads of the draft 
plan completed through the FTP site. Finally,  
comment forms were made available in print 
and online for people to formally submit any 
feedback they had for the Steering Committee 
from their review.
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Overview 

The Sheridan Parks system is discussed 
in greater detail on the following pages. 
Operationally the park system has recently 
been maintained and improved through a 
series of cooperative agreements with various 
Town departments, community organizations, 
and volunteer efforts. 

While the Town does have provisions for a 
parks and recreation department and parks 
board within current Town Ordinances the 
ordinances only address the maintenance and 
improvements to Biddle Memorial Park and 
not the remaining Town facilities. Biddle Park 
has historically had a dedicated budget and 
superintendent funded in large part through 
a cooperative agreement with the Biddle 
Memorial Foundation. Until 2015, the Biddle 
Memorial Foundation contributed around 
$20,000 annually to the operational expenses 
of Biddle Memorial Park, which is around 50% 
of the annual operation expense. As of January 
2015 the Town has full responsibility for all 
parks as the Biddle Memorial Foundation has 
turned over maintenance and operations of this 
large park back to the Town of Sheridan.  

Currently, the Town has no dedicated parks 
department or staff and has not had a 
dedicated budget for the entire park system. 
In 2015 the Town was able to establish a 
dedicated park budget, which is currently under 
consideration by the Town council, but the 
funding source for this budget does not appear 

Section 4

Park System
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to be available in future years. With the return 
of Biddle Memorial Park operations back to the 
Town, the anticipated local financial burden 
for maintaining the parks can be expected to 
double over the next few years. The Town needs 
to take immediate action to establish a formal 
parks board who will take responsibility for 
a dedicated budget and decisions related to 
operation and maintenance of Sheridan’s park 
facilities.

Sheridan parks and the Monon Trail are 
currently managed on an as needed basis for 
maintenance and upkeep.  There is no capital 
expenditure plan for the parks system at present 
beyond the budget which is currently being 
considered and it is anticipated that much of the 
work which gets completed will continue to be 
made possible through the generous donation 
of time, treasure, and talent of Sheridan’s 
residents, organizations, and businesses. 

Some funding sources can be expected to 
continue if properly maintained. For example, 
Biddle Memorial Park creates additional 
revenue through shelter rentals, advertising at 
the ball diamonds, and athletic field rental which 
helps support the many youth athletic programs 
which utilize the park facilities.  Multiple local 
organizations also assist with help by providing 
funding or maintenance within the parks.    

Volunteer clean up and maintenance days will 
continue to provide much needed assistance 
to the Town for the upkeep of the existing 
parks.  Master Gardeners, Rotary, Sheridan 
Historical Society,  and numerous other 
volunteers have put many hours into Veteran’s 
Park.  The Sheridan Rotary Club assists with 
upkeep and improvements at Community Park 
and the Sheridan Kiwanis Club is pursuing 
improvements to the Monon Trail.  

existing Parks

The park system in Sheridan is comprised 
of three main public parks, including Biddle 
Park, Community Park, and Veteran’s Park. 
In addition to the traditional parks mentioned 
above Sheridan also boasts a local segment of 
trail along the regionally important Monon Trail 
corridor. 

The map on the facing page shows the location 
of the current facilities within Sheridan.  The 
parks are described in greater detail on the 
following pages, including highlights on some of 
the greatest needs and a list of facility goals.  
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SR 38/Sheridan Avenue

SR 47/ E 10th St.

Biddle MeMorial Park

 ■ 27.25 Acres
 ■ State Roads 38 and 47/E. 10th Street

Park description

Biddle Memorial Park, or Biddle Park as it is 
often referred to locally, is the largest park in 
Sheridan’s system. This park is also the busiest 
park as it boasts the highest concentration of 
active recreational facilities in the community. 
Most of the youth athletic programs available 
in Sheridan utilize this park for their activities 
and the community uses the disc golf course, 
skate park, tennis courts, and other facilities on 
a regular basis. 

The location of this park makes it the most 
visible park property in the system which also 
lends to its appeal as the facility most oriented 
to active recreational pursuits. There are 
opportunities to enhance this park’s appeal 
by making pedestrian upgrades leading from 
nearby neighborhoods to the park, including 
crossing upgrades at the intersection of SR 38 
and SR 47. Future opportunities also exist for 
expansion of the park facilities, as the Town 
owns the wooded property west of Biddle Park.  
Below are some additional notes on Biddle Park.

 ■ The park is closed from the beginning of 
November to the end of March.  When open, 
the park is open until dark.  

 ■ There is a seasonal restroom and concession 
facility.  

 ■ The park contains multiple sports courts 
and fields, including 3 baseball, 2 tennis, 1 
basketball, 10 horseshoes, and 1 disc golf.  

 ■ The park lacks adequate pedestrian 
connections between facilities. 

 ■ An asphalt road runs through the park.  
Gravel parking is available off of the road 
through the park.  

 ■ There are several pieces of playground 
equipment in the park.

 
Biddle Memorial Park Entrance at the intersection of SR 38 and SR 47.
Photo: HWC

 
Aerial location view of Biddle Memorial Park
Photo: HWC

 ■ Three shelters are scattered through the 
park along with two barbecue grills and 
several picnic tables.  

 ■ Areas of the park that do not have any 
athletic fields are mainly covered with 
mature deciduous trees.
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Baseball diamond
Photo: HWC

Shelterhouse
Photo: HWC

Roadway in need of repair
Photo: HWC

Basketball court
Photo: HWC

Frisbee golf course
Photo: HWC

Playground area
Photo: HWC

Parking areas
Photo: HWC

Skate park
Photo: HWC
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Biddle Memorial Park - inventory summary
Facility/amenity Qty. Condition
Baseball fields 3 1 Poor, 2 Fair.  Dugouts and announcer boxes in need of repair on 

some fields
Tennis courts 2 Good.  A few cracks in the playing surface.
Basketball court 1 Good
Skate park 1 Fair.  In need of some upkeep. 
Horseshoe pits 10 Good condition
Frisbee Golf 1 9 Hole Course.  Fair Condition.  Additional course signage would be 

helpful. 
Playground areas 1 Fair.  Playgrounds lack proper surfacing, ADA accessibility is an 

issue and equipment needs to be updated. 
Shelterhouses 3 1 Poor, 2 Fair
Trailhead 1 Good

Map key:  issues Observed

a. Restroom facilities are in need of cosmetic 
updates and cleaning.

b. Aging playground equipment lacks ADA 
accessibility and safety surfacing and may 
not meet current safety or accessibility 
requirements.  

c. Paved pedestrian connections are lacking 
from parking areas to park facilities and 
connection between facilities is nearly non-
existent. 

d. The asphalt park road is in need of repair in 
several spots.

e. Baseball fields received recent updates 
but still have need to address deferred 
maintenance issues.

f. The skate park is in need of repairs due to 
storm damage and deferred maintenance.

g. Batting cages are in poor condition. 
h. Parking areas are not well defined
i. Shelterhouses are in need of maintenance.

Facility goals (2015-2019)

1. Have all play equipment inspected by 
a certified playground safety inspector. 
Make repairs and adjustments to the 
equipment according to the inspection 
recommendations.

2. Improve parking areas. Regrade and 
compact with smaller gravel, add striping 
to delineate spaces and consider paving 
heavily used areas. 

3. Repave the main park roadway.
4. Complete cosmetic updates and cleaning 

of the restroom facilities, and confirm the 
facility meets current ADA requirements.

5. Develop and complete a regular maintenance 
schedule and budget. Include regular tree 
assessments and upkeep.

6. Provide additional ADA accessible walking 
paths to shelter houses and other key park 
features.

7. Work with school corporation to identify 
tennis court upgrades which will allow for 
competitive events at the facility. 

8. Make repairs to fences on baseball 
diamonds #1 and #3.

9. Study the feasibility of a splash park. 
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*letters on map correspond to issues observed list on previous page
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sheridan COMMunity Park

 ■ 1.9 Acres
 ■ E. 6th Street and St. John Street

Park description

Community Park is centrally located in the 
heart of the Sheridan community. Due to its 
location, it is most accessible to the largest 
number of Sheridan neighborhoods but lacks 
local sidewalk connections which would allow 
for easy walking access by residents.

This park boasts many mature trees and 
ornamental landscape features and also is the 
location of the Sheridan Community Center. The   
Sheridan Community Center is an important 
asset for the community which is utilized for 
many events. The building was adapted from a 
historic school building so it has an interesting 
historical and cultural significance to the 
community in addition to being a center of 
activity. Below are some additional highlights of 
Community Park.

 ■ The park is open until dark.  

 ■ There are restrooms available inside the 
Community Center, but it is not always open 
and available. 

 ■ The park contains 2 basketball goals.
 ■ The large parking lot could be used for 

additional sports activities if it were to be 
appropriately marked.  

 ■ The park is home to the Sheridan Community 
Center.  

 ■ An asphalt road and parking lot service 
the community Center and doubles as 
basketball courts when the center is not in 
use.  

 ■ There are several pieces of playground 
equipment.

 ■ Large, mature trees provide shade and 
contribute to the character of the park
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Community Center entrance sign along 6th Street
Photo: HWC

 
Aerial location view of Community Park
Photo: HWC

 ■ There is one large gazebo structure near the 
middle of the park along with a few picnic 
tables and benches.   
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Playground area
Photo: HWC

Community Center
Photo: HWC

Community Center
Photo: HWC

Drainage issues around Community Center
Photo: HWC

Gazebo and park space
Photo: HWC

New plantings in park space
Photo: HWC

Basketball goals in disrepair
Photo: HWC

Picnic table in park space
Photo: HWC



Town of Sheridan    Parks and Recreation Master Plan

26 t 

sheridan Community Park - inventory summary
Facility/amenity Qty. Condition
Basketball Goals 2 Poor.  Rims broken or missing.  
Playground Areas 1 Fair.  Playgrounds lack proper surfacing, ADA accessibility is an 

issue and equipment needs to be updated. 
Gazebo 1 Good
Community Center 1 Fair.  In need of some upkeep. 
Parking Lot 1 Fair Condition.  Additional markings could be added for play such as 

half court basketball, hopscotch, four square, etc.

Map key:  issues Observed

a. There are no continuously available or 
accessible restroom facilities within the 
park. 

b. Aging playground equipment lacks ADA 
accessibility and safety surfacing and may 
not meet current safety or accessibility 
requirements.  

c. Basketball goals are not usable in their 
current condition and the surface of the lot 
is not ideal for this activity.

d. The asphalt parking lot serving the 
community center is not stripped for parking 
or for other recreational programming and 
is beginning to show signs of deterioration.

e. The Community Center is in need of cosmetic 
updates and other deferred maintenance 
items.  

f. The mature tree canopy appears healthy but 
the age and size of the trees indicate a need 
for professional inspection.

g. The Community Center is an important 
community asset but it is currently only used 
for special events and community meetings. 
The building has additional potential for 
use beyond current utilization as a location 
for organized recreational activities and a 
community recreational center.

Facility goals (2015-2019)

1. Have playground equipment inspected by 
a certified playground safety inspector. 
Make repairs and adjustments to the 
equipment according to the inspection 
recommendations.

2. Repair broken basketball goals and 
consider resurfacing the parking lot to allow 
for increased use of this space for other 
recreational court activities.

3. Reconfigure and re-stripe the parking lot 
to define parking spaces and to identify 
recreational court boundaries.

4. Complete a building assessment on the 
Community Center including needed 
maintenance items and possible additional 
utilization as a community recreational 
center. The stated goal of the Park Steering 
Committee was to have this facility operate 
in a manner which will pay for itself.

5. Hire a Certified Arborist to assess the health 
and condition of the trees in the park. 
Complete recommended tree care and 
maintenance items.
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veteran’s MeMOrial Park

 ■ 6.26 Acres
 ■ 1st Street and Main Street

Park description

Veteran’s Memorial Park is home to Boxley 
Cabin which is one of Sheridan’s most important 
historic and cultural resources. The park is a 
passive recreational facility which also hosts the 
largest annual festival in Sheridan, Bluegrass 
Fever. Its location next to the Sheridan Library 
and at the northern end of Main Street provide 
ample opportunity for residents and visitors of 
the community to enjoy the quiet spaces set 
among the trees.
Veteran’s Park, as it is often referred to locally, 
has many mature trees and well maintained 
garden spaces set among the highest point 
in the community. A short internal path leads 
visitors past a koi pond and gardens to the well 
shaded shelter building. There are no active 
recreational facilities in Veteran’s Park and 
there currently is no desire to introduce this 
type of activity to the park. 

 ■ The park is open until dark.  
 ■ The park sits at the terminus of Main Street 

and houses the Boxley Cabin Homestead 
and Veteran’s Memorial.

 ■ There are no restroom facilities or dedicated 
parking areas at the park. 

 ■ There is a large gazebo in the park with 
picnic tables.   

 ■ The east side of the park is mainly open lawn 
areas on a slope while the west side of the 
park is covered with mature trees.  There is 
a large open field on the north end of the 
park that is currently utilized for parking 
during Bluegrass Fever.   

 ■ There have been several landscape 
improvements and beautification projects 
at the park, including a koi pond and small 
bridge.  

V
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Veteran’s Park entrance sign at the northern end of Main Street
Photo: HWC

 
Aerial location view of Veteran’s Park
Photo: HWC
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Koi pond and bridge
Photo: HWC

Veteran’s Memorial
Photo: HWC

Back-lot of park space
Photo: HWC

Boxley Cabin
Photo: HWC

Planting around koi pond
Photo: HWC

Gazebo area
Photo: HWC

Indiana marker for Boxley Cabin
Photo: HWC

Back-lot of park space
Photo: HWC
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veteran’s Memorial Park - inventory summary
Facility/amenity Qty. Condition
Gazebo 1 Good.   
Veteran’s Memorial 1 Good.
Fish Pond 1 Good
Boxley Homestead 1 Fair.  Dedicated pathways to the homestead area are needed. 

Map key:  issues Observed

a. The park lacks an accessible internal 
pedestrian network between key activity 
areas such as Boxley Cabin and the Shelter.

b. A lack of clearly defined and allowed parking 
areas within the park cause people to park 
in an unorganized manner.

c. There is no pedestrian connection between 
the park and the Sheridan Public library.

d. The existing retaining wall around the 
gazebo is in need of repair.

e. The park does not have an accessible 
restroom facility.  A portable facility is 
brought on site during summer months but 
does not meet the needs of the park.

f. Electric and water service in the park is 
inadequate for the large number of people 
and vendors visiting during Bluegrass Fever.

g. Areas around the Boxley Cabin site are 
cluttered and contain various large pieces 
of debris including broken glass.

h. While not directly observed, it was noted on 
several occasions that this park is subject to 
vandalism on a regular basis. Most recently 
somebody broke into Boxley Cabin through 
a window.  

Facility goals (2015-2019)

1. Repair the retaining wall around the shelter 
building.

2. Provide ADA accessible internal walking 
paths among key park features.

3. Build a sidewalk connection between the 
library and the park.

4. Provide additional seating and eating 
spaces.

5. Provide restroom facilities.
6. Identify trees and plants within the park and 

develop a guided walk for people to  help 
people identify the numerous plants and 
trees.

7. Utilize the grass areas within  and 
surrounding the park to clearly assign 
designated parking spaces for park visitors.

8. Work with nearby residents, the Sheridan 
Library, and Sheridan Police to develop a 
park watch program aimed at reducing the 
occurrences of vandalism in the park.
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MOnOn trail

 ■ 3/4 Mile
 ■ Between State Road 47/ E 10th St. and 

Lamong Road

trail description

Sheridan is fortunate to be located along the 
former Monon Rail corridor. In recent years 
this corridor has been developed into an 
important regional trail corridor serving many 
communities in the Indianapolis metro area. 
Many communities have utilized Monon Trail 
connections to help spur increased economic 
activity in the areas surrounding the trail.
Sheridan currently has a local segment of the 
Monon Trail completed which presents great 
opportunity for the community. Recently, the 
Hamilton County Council approved extension 
of the Monon Trail from Washington Township 
south of Sheridan to the Sheridan portion of 
the trail.  This will connect Sheridan to Westfield 
and to the broader regional trail network that 
the Monon Trail ties into.  Completion is likely 
sometime in mid-2016.   Below are some 
additional highlights of Sheridan’s Monon Trail: 

 ■ The Monon Trail is an asphalt trail that runs 
between S.R. 47/E 10th St. and Lamong 
Road along the south boundary of Biddle 
Memorial Park for approximately 3/4 of a 
mile.   

 ■ There is a trailhead at the north end of 
the trail with parking and a small spur 
connecting to Biddle Memorial Park.   

 ■ There is currently no trailhead or parking on 
the south end of the trail.    

 ■ The Monon corridor runs diagonally from 
southeast to northwest through the heart of 
the Sheridan community and is still nearly 
intact except for a short segment just east 
of Main Street.
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Monon Trail entrance sign at the southern end of trail
Photo: HWC

 
Aerial location view of the Monon Trail adjacent to Biddle Park
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Southern terminus of Monon Trail
Photo: HWC

Trail along Biddle Memorial Park
Photo: HWC

Trail connection to Biddle Memorial Park
Photo: HWC

Trail Signage
Photo: HWC

Trailhead and parking
Photo: HWC

Trailhead access point to Monon Trail
Photo: HWC

Trail signage
Photo: HWC

Northern terminus and trailhead
Photo: HWC
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Monon trail - inventory summary
Facility/amenity Qty. Condition
Asphalt Trail 1 Good.   
Trailhead 2 Good.
Maps 2 Fair
Benches 1 Good

Map key:  issues Observed

a. The visual and physical connection to Biddle 
Memorial Park is not very prominent.

b. Overgrown shrubs and weeds limit visibility 
to and from the trail, especially in the area 
near Biddle Memorial Park.

c. There is no lighting along trail, even at 
trailhead areas.

d. The existing trailhead lacks amenities 
typically included in these areas such 
as benches, bicycle racks, and trash 
receptacles. 

e. Currently the Monon Trail segment is not 
connected to the larger regional trail to the 
south nor to existing local sidewalk networks 
in nearby neighborhoods. This limits the 
usability of the trail. 

Facility goals (2015-2019)

1. Complete a local connectivity plan to 
increase the usability of the trail. Consider 
the following items in the plan:
• Trail routing through Town
• Connectivity to existing neighborhoods
• Trailhead locations
• Connection to important community 

features including Spicewood Gardens, 
Main Street, Sheridan Library, and 
Schools

2. Develop approximate costs for the extension 
of the trail through Town. Develop a plan to 
seek outside funding assistance available 
through IDNR and INDOT and identify 
potential sources for  the required local 
matching funds.

3. Install trail lighting at major trail entry and 
exit points, especially around trailheads.

4. Improve the appearance and amenities at 
the trail connection in Biddle Memorial Park. 
Improve views of the trail from the park and 
install typical features such as benches and 
bicycle racks.
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Other resOurCes and FaCilities

Community Partners
Community partnerships are vital to the 
continued functioning and improvement of 
the parks in Sheridan.  Many individuals and 
community organizations such as The Historical 
Society, Lions Club, Rotary Club, Sheridan Main 
Street, Kiwanis Club, and Biddle Memorial 
Foundation assist with beautification projects 
and maintenance of park facilities.  Sheridan 
Youth Sports also plays a key role in the 
maintenance and upkeep of facilities in Biddle 
Memorial Park.  Festivals, such as the July 4th 
Celebration which is sponsored by the Biddle 
Memorial Foundation also bring people into the 
parks and are vital to community connections.  

Sheridan Main Street also maintains 3 
publically accessible pocket parks throughout 
the downtown along Main Street. They provide 
beautiful resting stops and greatly contribute to 
downtown beautification efforts and the small 
town feel of Sheridan.  

sheridan Community schools
Sheridan Middle School and High School provide 
additional athletic facilities not found within the 
park system.  However, it is unclear what public 
access is afforded to the general public.  

Between both schools, there  is a ball diamond 
and practice ball diamond, football field and 
practice field, soccer field south of the schools 
and a track facility. 

There are currently no pedestrian connections 
to these facilities north of Town.  

regional or County Park Facilities
There are no Hamilton County parks within 
Adams Township.  However, there are several 
county facilities within a short distance of 
Sheridan. 

• Stoops Heron Rookery:  33 acre park 
approximately 10 miles east of Sheridan.  

• Strawtown Koteewi Park:  700 acre park 
approximately 14 miles east of Sheridan

• Bray Family Homestead Park:  92 acre park 
approximately 7 miles east of Sheridan.

• MacGregor Park:  40 acre passive nature 
park approximately 9 miles east of 
Sheridan.   

In addition, the City Parks of Noblesville and 
Westfield are about 16 to 20 miles south and 
southeast of Sheridan.  

Other Facilities
There are public golf courses in the communities 
of Westfield, Zionsville  and Noblesville within a 
20 minute drive away.  

aCCessiBility and universal 
design
It is the policy of the Town of Sheridan that 
qualified individuals with disabilities are not 
to be excluded from participation in or benefit 
from the services, programs, or activities of the 
Town.   The Town Council should be contacted 
by any individual who needs accommodation.   
Current Town Council members and their 
contact information can be found online at 
www.sheridan.org under the ‘Town Hall’ tab.  
Town Council meetings are held every 2nd and 
4th Thursdays of the month at 7:00 pm at Town 
Hall, 506 S. Main Street.  

As part of this plan, while the parks have 
been inventoried, no formal evaluation of ADA 
compliance of facilities has been undertaken.   
It is recommended that a thorough evaluation 
of all facilities and programs be completed 
with an ADA specialist or coordinator in the 
future to ensure the most current requirements 
are being met.  Future funding eligibility may 
be dependent on having completed an ADA 
compliance evaluation.  
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The following potential issues were observed 
during review of the existing park system and  
should have further evaluation completed:

• Handicap parking is not clearly designated 
and there are few paths leading from 
parking areas toward facilities with the 
parks. 

• If restroom facilities are present, they are 
not always available.  Uneven surfaces, 
tall thresholds and accessibility within the 
restroom itself are all present. 

• Most of the play equipment is outdated 
and does not have adequate surfacing.  
Some newer play equipment is designed 
to a universal standard for children of all 
abilities and ages.  The existing surfacing 
often does not extend far enough from the 
play equipment, is not of an adequate depth 
and is not of a recommended material such 
as bonded wood chips or rubber surfacing.  

The appendix contains additional information 
regarding ADA accessibility for small towns and 
parks systems and the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources is a great resource for 
questions.   

needs analysis
There are approximately 35 acres of park space 
within Sheridan and around 3/4 miles of trail. 
The 2013 population estimate for Sheridan is 
2,991 people, which is 1.0% of the Hamilton 
County Population of  296,693 people.  Per 
the Indiana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP), 20 acres of local 
recreational area should be provided for every 
1,000 people within a county.   According to 
this ratio, Hamilton County should be providing 
5,934 acres of recreational area.  If Sheridan’s 
percentage of the population of Hamilton 
County, 1.0%, is applied to the recommended 
recreational area for Hamilton County, Sheridan 
should be providing 57.28 acres of recreational 
area.  

However, this ratio doesn’t show the whole story.  
Sheridan is a very rural area surrounded by open 
space and large regional recreational areas 
can be found within a short drive of Sheridan.  
More importantly, additional recreational area 
was not a high priority voiced by the community 
during public meetings or the public survey.  The 
top 5 needs and desires from the public and 
from the steering committee are listed below.  

top 5 needs From Public Participation
1. Improved walking paths/trails within and 

connecting parks. 
2. Updated playground equipment and 

surfacing. 
3. Updated and modernized restroom 

facilities. 
4. Additional benches/picnic areas.
5. Additional or improved athletic facilities.

top 5 needs From Committee 
involvement

1. Extension of Monon Trail.
2. Establish a parks board and formalize 

budgeting and maintenance.
3. Upgrade restroom facilities. 
4. Explore opportunities for expanding Bid-

dle Memorial Park for additional athletic 
fields. 

5. Updated playground equipment.  

The community also expressed their desire for 
some larger ‘Dream’ amenities, which are proj-
ects that will most likely be pursued beyond 
the 5-year planning horizon of this report.  The 
number one dream amenity mentioned again 
and again was either a public pool or a splash 
pad.  The cost for a splash pad project is in the 
$150,000 to $350,000 range.  
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The Action Plan  on the following page identifies 
timeframes, potential funding sources, and 
priortization for the needs and desires described 
in the plan. The top 5 needs, as identified 
through public participation and committee 
involvement, are also highlighted in a special 
section of the chart.

Section 5

Action Plan
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Action Plan - Additional Park Priorities

Project or Goal Cost
Range Funding Source(s) High

Priority
Medium
Priority

Low 
Priority

Top 5 Priorities

Establish a parks board and formalize budgeting and 
maintenance for all park properties.  $0 - X

Identify and implement restroom upgrades to 
Biddle Memorial Park and Community Park. $30,000 - $50,000 Local funding, fund-raising, donated 

labor X

Inspect/update playground equipment and surfacing 
in Biddle Memorial Park and Community Park $50,000 - $100,000 Local funding, fund-raising, service 

organizations, donated labor X

Undertake a local connectivity study to identify best 
route to connect community features to Monon 
Trail and other pedestrian networks

$5,000 - $10,000 Local funding, grants X

Improve and add ADA walking paths and trails 
within Biddle Memorial park, Community Park, and 
Veteran’s Memorial Park

$5,000 - $8,000 Local funding, donated labor, grants X

Additional Priorities

Complete an ADA compliance evaluation within the 
park system $2,000 - $4,000 Local funding X

Install additional benches and picnic tables in all 
parks $2,000 - $10,000 Fund-raising, service organizations X

Make repairs to baseball diamond fences in Biddle 
Memorial Park $1,000 - $2,000 Local funding, service organizations X

Complete tree health survey by certified arborist 
for mature tree canopy in Biddle, Veteran’s and 
Community Parks

$3,000 - $5,000 Local funding X

Improve trail connection to Biddle Memorial Park $1,000 - $2,000 Local funding, donated labor X

Develop walking guide of tree and plants in 
Veteran’s Park $500 Donated labor, service organizations X

Designate parking spaces for Veteran’s Park $500 Local funding X

Provide restroom facilities in Veteran’s Park $55,000 - $80,000 Local funding, service organizations X

Develop park watch program to reduce vandalism $500 Local funding,,service organizations X

Repair retaining wall in Veteran’s Memorial Park $2,000 - $3,000 Local funding X

Repair basketball goals in Community Park $1,000 - $2,000 Local funding X

Complete building assessment on Community 
Center and complete deferred maintenance $10,000 - $15,000 Local funding, service organizations X

Re-pave main road through Biddle Memorial Park $25,000 - $40,000 Local funding,  X

Improve parking areas in Biddle Memorial Park $5,000 - $8,000 Local funding, X

Install sidewalk connecting Veteran’s Memorial park 
and the Library $3,000 - $5,000 Local funding, fund-raising, service 

organizations X

Re-stripe and reconfigure Community Center 
parking lot for additional programming $1,000 - $2,000 Local funding, donated labor X

Review additional partnerships with school 
corporation for additional tennis courts and a 
potential recreation center in the parks system

$1,000 Local funding X

Explore opportunities for expansion of Biddle 
Memorial Park for additional athletic fields $1,000 Local funding X

Install lighting along the Monon Trail, especially at 
the trailheads $15,000 - $25,000 Local funding, service organizations, 

grants X

Dream Amenity

Study the viability and interest of a splash pad 
within one of the parks in the community

$8,000 - $10,000 - Study
$150,000 - $350,000 

Splash Pad
Local funding, grants X

*Cost ranges are estimates only.  Total project costs will vary for individual projects based on existing conditions, project scope, and material cost fluctuations
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TOWN OF SHERIDAN, IN
SHERIDAN 5-YEAR PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN
Public Survey Results
April 27th, 2015

Question Highlights
50% of respondents live within 10 blocks (walkable distance) to Parks
72% of respondents live within biking distance to Parks
Nearly 80% of respondents use parks at least monthly.  Over 50% use them weekly.
Most common activities: Walking/Jogging (71%), Playgrounds (70%), Town/Other Events (70%), Baseball/Softball/Tball (52%), Bicycling (24%)
Least common activities: Skateboarding (3%), tennis (11%), Basketball (20%)
Sidewalks and trails connecting to parks and schools was ranked most important (71%)
50% of respondents felt restrooms were adequate.  Only 34% felt they were. 
62% of respondents felt more walking/biking paths were need for senior citizens.
72% of respondents felt improved playground equipment was needed for youth.  66% felt summer camps were needed.  
Comment Highlights
Pool mentioned 20 times
Splash park mentioned 15 times
Dog park mentioned 5 times
Soccer fields mentioned 6 times
More varied programming mentioned 8 times
Updated equipment mentioned 12 times
Updated restrooms mentioned 15 times
Trails/Walking mentioned 8 times
More tennis mentioned 5 times
Don't raise funds through taxes or user fees.  Possible user fees for special events.
County involvement in part of park system.  Adams Township only township in Hamilton Co. without a Hamilton Co. Park
Sidewalks to parks need repaired
Need more benches/resting places in parks 

Veterans Parks
Could use a restroom and playground equipment
Beautiful area - like the fish pond.  Nice relaxing area.
Second most used park (39.5% of respondents)

Community Park
Real or perceived drug problem
Oudated playground equipment
Dirty
Unsafe
Least used park (29% of respondents)

Biddle Park
Outdated playground equipment
Dirty
Needs lighting
Monon can feel unsafe - too secluded
Most used park (95.6% of respondents)
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

0.0% 0
0.8% 2

28.2% 71
48.0% 121
23.0% 58

252
0

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 1

20-35 years old

Answer Options

50 or older

10-20 years old

skipped question

What is your age?

35-50 years old

10 or younger

answered question

What is your age?

10 or younger

10-20 years old

20-35 years old

35-50 years old

50 or older

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

29.7% 74
70.3% 175

249
3

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 2

skipped question

What is your gender?

Answer Options

Male
Female

answered question

What is your gender?

Male

Female

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

4.0% 10
21.5% 54
13.9% 35
60.6% 152

251
1

How long have you lived in the Town of Sheridan or Hamilton County?

More than 20 years

Less than 1 year

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 3

10-20 years

Answer Options

answered question

1-10 years

How long have you lived in the Town of Sheridan or Hamilton County?

Less than 1 year

1-10 years

10-20 years

More than 20 years

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

59.2% 148
38.8% 97
2.0% 5

250
2skipped question

No

Do you live within the town limits?

answered question

Yes

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 4

Unsure

Answer Options

Do you live within the town limits?

Yes

No

Unsure
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

24.0% 60
26.8% 67
21.2% 53
28.0% 70

250
2

How close do you live to the nearest park?

Over 2 miles

Less than 5 blocks

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 5

1-2 miles

Answer Options

answered question

5-10 blocks

How close do you live to the nearest park?

Less than 5 blocks

5-10 blocks

1-2 miles

Over 2 miles

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

18.0% 45
44.4% 111
31.2% 78
6.4% 16

250
2

How many people are in your family, or reside within your home?

6 or more

1-2

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 6

4-6

Answer Options

answered question

2-4

How many people are in your family, or reside within your home?

1-2

2-4

4-6

6 or more

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

5.2% 13
49.6% 124
24.0% 60
19.2% 48
2.0% 5

8
250

2

Additional Comments

•  Not much to do there
•  Needs updated equipment, more stuff to do.
•  There doesn't seem to be something there that's of interest to me.

skipped question

Answer Options

Never, because:

Weekly

answered question

•  It is going downhill nothing to do anymore out there and not being kept cleaned needs to 
be more cleaned up and bring more flowers and colors.

•  Because they are nasty and the equipment is so old and out of date. My son would rather 
go to noblesville or westfield because they are nicer and bigger

How often do you use the park facilities?

Once or twice a year

Daily

If never, please explain.

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 7

Monthly

How often do you use the park facilities?

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Once or twice a year

Never, because:

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

95.6% 237
39.5% 98
29.0% 72
4.0% 10

248
4

If you use the park facilities, which parks do you use?  (Check all that apply)

Main Street Pocket Park

Biddle Memorial Park

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 8

Community Park and Center

Answer Options

answered question

Veterans Park

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

120.0%

Biddle Memorial
Park

Veterans Park Community Park
and Center

Main Street Pocket
Park

If you use the park facilities, which parks do you use?  (Check all that 
apply)
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

94.4% 235
5.6% 14

16
249

3

Additional Comments

Do you feel safe when you visit parks in Sheridan?

answered question

Yes

•  More lighting is needed

•  I dont like walking the monon by myself from Opal street to the monon parking in the park. 
Feel as if it too secluded.
•  We just moved to sheridan & are still driving to our parks in Noblesville & westfield
•  Not the little park cause of drugs being used there. The pavilion park is where I take my 
kids

•  Biddle, yes but the community center park, I won't visit. It's dirty and kids go there to do 
drugs and we've found needles there. No way.

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 9

If no, please explain

Answer Options

No

•  I do, but I don't feel safe letting my preteen and teen children go there without an adult.

•  I feel safer at Veterans Park. Biddle Memorial Park needs more lighting on the Monon.

Do you feel safe when you visit parks in Sheridan?

Yes

No

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

70.9% 178
24.3% 61
2.8% 7

51.8% 130
11.2% 28
19.9% 50
70.1% 176
34.3% 86
33.9% 85
70.5% 177
7.2% 18

251
1

Additional Comments

•  Cabin

•  Relax on a warm day, read, enjoy the scenery and people watching, farmers' market
•  Watching sports

•  Sitting enjoying sites, sounds, nature and just relaxing.

•  Soccer
•  Disc Golf

•  Reunions
•  Horseshoes

•  Dog walking- we need dog park area
•  I like to enjoy the park while I sit and read my book. We also love to visit the fish pond at 
Veteran Park.

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 10

Skateboarding

Picnicking

skipped question

Answer Options

Tennis

Town Events/Other Festivals

Bicycling

Playgrounds

answered question

What types of park activities do you participate in? (Check all that apply)

Baseball/Softball/T-Ball

Shelter Houses

Walking/jogging

Basketball

Other (please specify)

0.0%
10.0%
20.0%
30.0%
40.0%
50.0%
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70.0%
80.0%

W
al

ki
ng

/jo
gg

in
g

B
ic

yc
lin

g

S
ka

te
bo

ar
di

ng

B
as

eb
al

l/S
of

tb
al

l/T
-B

al
l T

en
ni

s

B
as

ke
tb

al
l

P
la

yg
ro

un
ds

P
ic

ni
ck

in
g

S
he

lte
r H

ou
se

s

T
ow

n
E

ve
nt

s/
O

th
er

…

O
th

er
 (p

le
as

e
sp

ec
ify

)

What types of park activities do you participate in? (Check all that apply)

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

4.0% 10
42.5% 105
30.4% 75
21.1% 52
2.0% 5

247
5skipped question

The facilities and equipment in Sheridan's parks are clean, functional, and in good 
condition.

Disagree

Strongly agree

answered question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 11

Neutral

Answer Options

Strongly Disagree

Agree

The facilities and equipment in Sheridan's parks are clean, functional, 
and in good condition.

Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

12.2% 30
0.0% 0
0.4% 1

27.6% 68
46.7% 115
60.6% 149
22.8% 56
43.1% 106
10.2% 25
11.0% 27
4.5% 11

246
6

Additional Comments

•  SCRI website
•  Notes at the bottom of the water/trash bill

•  More advertising is always good
•  Sheridan Recreation League

•  Through school
•  Board by the street

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 12

TV

Social media such as Facebook and Twitter

skipped question

Answer Options

Posted Signs

We do not hear about park programs and events

Radio

E-Mail

answered question

How do you and your family find out about park programs and events (Check all that 
apply)

Brochures/Fliers

Website

Newspaper

Word of Mouth

Other (please specify)

0.0%
10.0%
20.0%
30.0%
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50.0%
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70.0%
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How do you and your family find out about park programs and events 
(Check all that apply)

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

9.7% 24
14.6% 36
19.8% 49
81.0% 200
81.4% 201
5.3% 13

247
5

Additional Comments

•  User fees are good if it's a special town event

•  We already have outrageous property taxes.. Maybe some of the "big money" in 
Noblesville, Fishers and Carmel should be directed toward Sheridan..

•  Have sales or auction from donation of items, all money going to the parks.

skipped question

Answer Options

Grants

Property tax levy

• I think a bouncy house & other blow up rentals fundraiser would be great for younger kids. 
I don't think local sales tax & user fees should both be charged. It should be one or the 
other. If gate admissions will be charged, there could be a flat fee for family yearly use & a 
flat fee for individual yearly use it just depends on how you set it up. I know there would be 
a lot of older kids interested in summer basketball that don't play baseball.

answered question

How should funds be raised for parks improvements and programming? (Check all that 
apply)

Fundraising (private donations, business sponsorship)

User fees/Gate Admissions

Other (please specify)

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 13

Local sales tax

0.0%
10.0%
20.0%
30.0%
40.0%
50.0%
60.0%
70.0%
80.0%
90.0%

User
fees/Gate

Admissions

Property tax
levy

Local sales
tax

Fundraising
(private

donations,
business

sponsorship)

Grants Other (please
specify)

How should funds be raised for parks improvements and programming? 
(Check all that apply)

•  Let the county take over the parks. We already pay county taxes for such things and drive 
to Westfield or Noblesville to go to a nicer park.

• Definitely no user fee or gate fee. Do not deter people from using the parks. The amount 
to rent are already plenty high. My family uses the pavilion yearly and we have to open it 
and close it sweep the floors before the event wash all tables when we set them up and 
again before leaving and pay $100 to boot. Our family has been talking about going 
elsewhere due to the cost and work since we are getting older. Then the restrooms are not 
convenient. The building has has nothing done inside since it was built. This is a shame. A 
restroom could be put in corner of kitchen and be used for ball diamond as well.
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

71.1% 177
15.7% 39
8.4% 21
1.6% 4
3.2% 8

249
3

Additional Comments

• Once sidewalks are completed to schools, parks, and new housing additions then trails 
would be nice followed by bike lanes. But years off. We can't do it all at once due to money. 
Our town has a large senior population and can only take so much in taxes.

•  There are a lot of places in town where people have to walk in the road to get to schools, 
parks and the new mall on state rd. 47.
•  A lot of sidewalks need repaired

•  All of the above Huge safety concerns not having proper walkways to parks or schools.

skipped question

Which of the following is most important for walking in the community?

Bike lanes on roadways

Sidewalks and trails connecting parks to schools & 

answered question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 14

Sidewalks only

Answer Options

Other (please specify)

Loop trails and sidewalks within parks

Which of the following is most important for walking in the community?

Sidewalks and trails connecting
parks to schools &
neighborhoods

Loop trails and sidewalks within
parks

Sidewalks only

Bike lanes on roadways

Other (please specify)

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

34.5% 86
49.8% 124
15.7% 39

249
3skipped question

No

Are there adequate restroom facilities in Sheridan parks?

answered question

Yes

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 15

Undecided

Answer Options

Are there adequate restroom facilities in Sheridan parks?

Yes

No

Undecided

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

33.3% 83
21.7% 54
45.0% 112

249
3skipped question

No

Are Sheridan parks friendly for those with disabilities?

answered question

Yes

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 16

Undecided

Answer Options

Are Sheridan parks friendly for those with disabilities?

Yes

No

Undecided

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

46.9% 98
35.4% 74
49.8% 104
62.2% 130
2.9% 6

12
209

43

Additional Comments

•  Benches on trails to rest. Picnic tables interspersed to picnic on throughout parks
•  Social opportunities

•  Need a swimming pool

skipped question

Answer Options

Other

Craft classes

•  Miniature golf, cards and board game weekly meeting, social night

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 17

Low impact sports courts (bocce, shuffleboard, 

answered question

Which facilities and/or programming for senior citizens are needed? (Check all that 
apply)

More walking/biking paths

Exercise classes

Other (please specify)

0.0%
10.0%
20.0%
30.0%
40.0%
50.0%
60.0%
70.0%

Exercise
classes

Craft classes Low impact
sports courts

(bocce,
shuffleboard,
horseshoes,

etc.)

More
walking/biking

paths

Other

Which facilities and/or programming for senior citizens are needed? 
(Check all that apply)
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

65.8% 160
41.6% 101
48.6% 118
71.6% 174
11.1% 27

243
9

Additional Comments

•  The older kids love the basketball court; it seems to be to busy on warm days. Another 
basketball court would be terrific. Summer organized basketball leagues would be great. 
Fees could be charged like baseball. Also a set of bleachers would be nice.

•  Soccer fields of all age groups
•  Would love to see a club for Boys and Girls to go to after school and weekends. Play 
games, do homework. kids need somewhere to go safe in the summer and on school 
breaks.

• Handicap accessible playground equipment!!! Embarrassing that parks in other towns 
have had this equipment for 15-20 years. New playground equipment in general is needed.. 
I am pretty sure that a lot of our equipment is not up to code and is dangerous..

•  More variety in recreation opportunities

skipped question

What facilities and/or programming for youth are needed? (Check all that apply)

Improved playground equipment

Summer camps

answered question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 18

Improved sports fields

Answer Options

Other (please specify)

Sports leagues

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

Summer camps Sports leagues Improved
sports fields

Improved
playground
equipment

Other (please
specify)

What facilities and/or programming for youth are needed? (Check all 
that apply)

• Community park is in desperate need of some upgrades to the equipment. It feels very 
neglected but is a highly used park too. A coat of paint would do a world of good for it. Just 
because it's not used for sports doesn't mean it's not an important park for the community.

•  Soccer fields

•  Planned activities OTHER than sports
•  A recreation center of some sort the reason kids get into trouble in town because there is 
absolutely nothing for them to do.

• Would love AMAZING miniature golf course park, with optional indoor course with splash 
park and ice skating rink to make it 4 season entertainment to bring money from folks at 
Grand Park and outlying towns. It would provide family interaction, from toddlers to seniors, 
even a handicap accessible course for wounded warriors/seniors, etc. This would go hand-
in-hand with economic development and provide employment opportunities as well as 
stimulate imagination from youth if we asked them for challenging designs. This could be 
realized over time with the perfect piece of ground on the Monon Trail. We need 
entertainment for the people staying long weekends at Grand Park. Thunder Island was 30 
years ahead of its time. They would make a killing now. Portions of profits could go to 
expand this project over 5-10 years as well as fund other parks and even big expenses like 
street improvements. We really need to capitalize on the entertainment possibilities for 
people who have money to spend outside of Sheridan.

•  Splash/Spray Park

•  Exercise stations. Organized volleyball in park Entertainment for youth/family co-
ordinated with Park, Main Street ,schools, Historical Society

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

9.0% 20
61.9% 138
29.1% 65

67
223

29

Additional Comments

•  Making it more stroller friendly. I have to use the street where the cars are to walk with my 
kids because the stroller is too hard to push in the grass. Waling paths all around the park 
would make things a lot easier. Perhaps put them around the park so the kids playing at the 
park get a border other then just running out to where the cars are.

•  A safe path from biddle park to schools. Community Garden at Biddle Park (can request 
help from purdue master gardener program).
•  Dog park
•  More water fountains.
•  better parking places, benches to sit and watch tennis, more tennis courts.
•  Benches
•  Playground at Veterans
•  Swings that will hold a wheelchair. Swings for individuals with balance issues that give 
body and head support, and other handicapped accessible equipment.
•  More activities to keep teenagers busy and safe

Are there other features or amenities that are needed at the parks?

If yes, please explain.

No

skipped question

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 19

Yes, such as:

Answer Options

answered question

Undecided

Are there other features or amenities that are needed at the parks?

No

Undecided

Yes, such as:

•  They are in need of some updating and more desirable things for children of all ages

•  A sprinkler park or pool something for the kids to do in the summer. After baseball season 
is over in June the park is mostly vacant.
•  Splash water pad or a swimming pool would be nice.
•  Looping walking path around park

•  Machines for water and snacks.
•  A nice refreshment stand open during the summer...new restrooms and definitely( I 
repeat) a swimming pool...both indoor and outdoor

•  Family restroom, changing tables, restroom is needed out by back ball diamond and 
pavilion area could be a corner of kitchen in pavilion. Permanent restrooms public at 
Pioneer Hill, picnic tables at Veterans Park, then restrooms need to be post public 
restrooms to help travelers feel welcome here.

•  Splash park!!!! More picnic tables and benches

•  It would be nice to have tiny playground equipment for a toddler area.
•  Food vending machines, more water fountains, more trash cans, and seating
•  Soccer feilds
•  More mulch for playground (rubber), splash park.

•  Dog park

•  More baseball diamonds and a football field
•  Extend the Monon and lighting would be a nice addition. We also need to spray for bugs 
and install better water drainage.

•  Water feature at Biddle Park.
•  More equipment for little kids toddler aged.

•  1. Replace missing Disc Golf hole signs for #9 and I believe one other hole is missing a 
sign. 2. Add concrete tee pads for all holes. (There are other options available other than 
concrete that may be more economical.) 3. Bike trail or other bike-friendly access from 
Maple Run subdivision to Biddle Park and downtown. 4. Bike lanes on major highways. 5. 
Getting the connection complete from Sheridan Monon to Westfield Bilke Trail system.

•  Community pool. Children need to know how to swim and having a community pool would 
be great to have in the summer months. A sprinkler park would be nice also.

•  Maintain & fix up items there like skate park. More description on Frisbee golf. Hard to 
find what basket is next

•  Field house, additional ball diamonds and soccer fields.
•  updated playground equipment, restrooms at Veteran's Park, improved parking at all 3 
parks, fence around play ground at Community Center

•  I would love to see a water feature or splash park so I didn't have to take my little ones all 
the way to Carmel. I would also love to see a sledding hill like they used to have at Biddle 
Park.
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Response 
Count

37
37

215

Additional Comments

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 20

•  Cleanup and remodel restrooms!

•  I think the Monon should extend to downtown Sheridan. It would be nice for bikers 
and runners to be able to see downtown before turning around.

•  I have no idea where the Main Street Pocket Park is- I've never heard of it and I've 
lived here my entire life. Also, if you start to charge people to go to the park, no one, 
myself and family included, will go. Have volunteer work days, ask for donations, seek 
grants, but do not charge money for a public park, especially with what little our parks 
have to offer aside from some playground equipment and diamonds (I am referring to 
Biddles only).
•  Bathrooms & concession stands need to be upgraded

•  I am very disappointed in the baseball and softball diamonds. The scoreboards 
haven't worked for years, no loud speaker to call games. If the condition doesn't 
change by the time my youngest hits minors he will be playing for a different league.

•  We appreciate all of the improvements being made so far.
•  The park has come a long way and looking better than it ever has.

•  Veterans Park is a beautiful facility and I hope we can keep it that way. Natural and 
all.
•  Again we are new to living in sheridan but we have 3 children from 1-9. My husband 
went to high school in sheridan. I don't know how to find out any information on parks 
or programs. We are renting a house on the south east side of sheridan now but 
building a home on the south west side. I do hope to find out more about the 
community & anything family friendly. We are a very active family and I'd love to know 
what's going on closer. We moved from nonlesville so I still seem to drive that way 
even for a 1 hour trip to the playground with the baby.

•  Community Center park is very rundown. Needs equipment and basketball goals.

•  Thank you for recognizing sidewalks as a need!
•  I was at community center park with my granddaughter and nieces last week, kids 
covered in mud And same playground equipment when I was a kid, time for an 
upgrade.

•  I think adult sanctioned events like slow pitch softball and basketball would be great 
as well. Also, the Monon extended through town would be very beneficial for 
everyone. It would encourage all ages to get out and exercise.
•  We have one nicest parks , clean lots of big trees on those hot summer days but our 
facility just needs updated it looks the same as it did in 8 0s and ball fields needed 
redone. Community buildng need s attention as well.

Please write any additional comments here:

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question

•  If we are going to prevent our town from being swallowed up by Westfield, we have 
to really establish our identity well. There are a few Master Gardeners with interests in 
restoring the Monon and Boley Cabin areas to native plants. The retaining wall behind 
the gazebo at Veterans Park is breaking through to poor choice in material. The 
blocks selected are not designed for that much force. Also the shrubs are causing 
force against that wall. Would love the Community Center to be center of attraction as 
Farmer's Market to encourage walking in-town. Music would be nice at that gazebo if 
we could improve the quality of that park.

•  Parking and lighting are needed at all the parks in Sheridan.

•  Our family moved to Sheridan in December of 2014. One of the reasons we chose 
Sheridan was because of the extensive master plan that we found on the town 
website. I think the plan is thorough and really sets up Sheridan to succeed and grow 
in the coming years. I am excited to see how the town develops. I am also an avid 
disc golfer and would like to see some improvements made with the Biddle Park Disc 
Golf Course. As noted previously, I think replacing the missing signage and adding 
tee pads, of some sort, would really make the course more desirable. I am interested 
in helping with ideas and or volunteering to help improve the disc golf course at Biddle 
Park, especially in the summer. I am a teacher, therefore, I have more availability 
during the summer months.

•  Citizens need to feel more welcome at Veteran's Park
•  More Activities at the parks: Family Picnic Day, Bonn Fire & Hay Ride, Talent Show, 
Community Play, Community church Service, Taste of Sheridan, Ice Cream Social, 
Community Bible School, Service Club Night, Town council appreciation, Arbor Day 
Program, Community clean-up Day, More Music and Movie nights, Flea market, 
Dances, summer camps, mature walk, bird watch ext.

•  Desperately want to see some playground equipment at the park at 31/38 intersect. 
Or improved equipment here in town. Sandbox, for example is completely broken 
down. Restrooms are often locked up. 
•  Sidewalks to parks is most important. A sledding hill somewhere would be nice.
•  More needs to be done to promote healthy activities. Be more welcoming to cyclists 
and runners. Push the county to develop the Monon from Westfield. Adams Township 
is the only township in Hamilton County that does not have a Hamilton County Parks 
facility. This should change.

•  I love our parks let's keep them nice and a great place to spend time in. Is there 
trash containers available on Monon? Marking or challengers telling how far walked 
on trails through park Etc.

Response 
Count

85
85

167

*Names/emails provided on a separate document

Sheridan Parks and Recreation Plan Survey - Question 21

Please provide your name and email address to receive information 
about upcoming activities and events.

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question
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There are several methods in which to analyze and compare whether or not a given community has 

adequate parks and recreation amenities to meet the needs of its residents.   

 

Indiana maintains a Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  The latest edition 

is 2011-2015.  Within the SCORP, it is recommended that 20 acres of local recreation area should 

be provided for every 1,000 people within a county.  As can be seen in the table below, the 

population of Hamilton County is 296,693 based on the 2013 American Community Survey 

Estimates.  Given the population, Hamilton County should provide 5,934 acres of recreational area.  

By comparison, the population of Sheridan is 2,864 per the 2013 American Community Survey 

Estimate, which is 0.9% of the Hamilton County population.  If we apply 0.9% to the required 5,934 

acres, we can see that Sheridan should be providing 57.28 acres of recreational area, but is only 

providing 35.41.  Also, if we apply the 20 acres/1000 people directly to Sheridan’s population, we 

can see the requirement for Sheridan comes out the same. 

 
 
 

Sheridan Local Recreational Areas Size 
Biddle Memorial Park 27.25 
Sheridan Community Park 1.9 
Veterans Park 6.26 
Total 35.41 

 
 
 

SCORP County Comparison 

Level Pop. Acreage 
Recommended Existing Surplus/Deficiency 

County 296,693 5,934 N/A N/A 
City 2,864 57.28 35.41 -21.87 
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Another method of analyzing the recreation needs of a community is through previously published 

guidelines of the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA).  Though these standards are 

broad and may not apply to every community equally, they are still helpful to create a snapshot of 

needs.  According to these guidelines, a community should provide 10 acres of recreational area per 

1,000 residents.  By this measure, Sheridan actually provides a surplus of 6.77 acres.  The table on 

the next page also illustrates the recommendations of number of amenities per a set amount of the 

population per these guidelines.  You will note that Sheridan’s population falls below the threshold 

on many of the recommendations. In these cases, any amenity offered would be above the 

recommended.  In Sheridan, the school system also provides some opportunities not represented in 

the park system, which are noted in the last column.   

 
NRPA Standards Comparison  

Facilities Recommendation 
Ratio 

Existing 
Quantity 

Recommended 
Quantity Deficit/Surplus 

Additional 
Facilities not 

Town 
Owned 

Acreage (ac.) 10/1,000 35.41 28.64 6.77 - 
Basketball 1/5,000 1 <1 - - 
Tennis 1/2,000 2 1 1 - 
Volleyball 1/5,000 0 <1 - - 
Baseball 1/5,000 2 <1 1 1 
Softball 1/5,000 1 <1 - 1 
Football 1/20,000 0 0 - 2 
Soccer 1/5,000 0 <1 - 1 
Running Track 1/20,000 0 0 - 1 
Trails (miles) 1 /5,000 0.78 0.53 0.25 - 
Outdoor Pool 1/20,000 0 0 - - 
Indoor Pool 1/50,000 0 0 - - 
Playgrounds 1/2,500 3 1 2 2 
Gymnasiums 1/20,000 0 0 - - 
Community 
Center 1/50,000 1 0 1 - 
Horseshoes N/A 8 N/A N/A - 
Skate Park N/A 1 N/A N/A - 
Based on 2013 Census Estimate of 2,864 people population 
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Public Meeting #1 
Sheridan Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
Meeting Date: June 4th, 2015 
 
Discussion Points: 
 
Planning Process, Park Inventory, and Preliminary Recommendations Presented 
 
Public Discussion Included: 
 

 Tennis Courts   
o Used by the High School Team 
o Managed by Tennis Club 
o 40 Hours per week use 
o 5 Courts needed total (3 additional), plus maintenance and supervision 

 Biddle Memorial park 
o Biddle Park Visibility from Trail 
o Drainage 
o Biddle Park Tree Canopy 

 Mature Trees – need to evaluate health and safety 
 Need Maintenance plan for the trees 

 Several Pocket Parks in Town 
o Volunteer maintained.   
o Developed on private property 
o Parks Locations Include 

 JBS (old library) 
 First Christian Church (W 3rd St.  One Block west of Main Street) 

o Collision and Tech Center (not sure where this is) 
 Farmers Market 
 Disc Golf 

o Need Signage and a Map 
o Need defined tee pads 
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Americans with Disabilities Act  

Title II and Title III Revised Regulations  
Fact Sheet Series            
Call us toll-free: 1-800-949-4232 

 Find your regional center at: www.adata.org 

Fact Sheet #9 

Overview of the 2010 Standards for Accessible Design 
 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) to publish ADA design 
standards that are consistent with the guidelines published 
by the U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers 
Compliance Board (Access Board). The DOJ has adopted 
revised ADA design standards that include the relevant 
chapters of the Access Board’s 2004 ADA/ABA Accessibility 
Guidelines as modified by specific provisions of the DOJ’s 
revised rules implementing Title II and Title III of the ADA.  

To minimize compliance burdens on entities subject to more than one legal standard, these design 
standards have been harmonized with the Federal standards implementing the Architectural 
Barriers Act and with the private sector model codes adopted by most states. The changes to the 
design guidelines were adopted by the Access Board as a series of separate rules that were 
combined in the 2004 ADA/ABA guidelines. These rules addressed a variety of facilities and the 
revision of the Access Board’s 1991 guidelines. These changes have been adopted, with some 
modifications, as the 2010 Standards for Accessible Design. 
  
On March 15, 2012, compliance with the 2010 Standards will be required for new construction and 
alterations. In the period between September 15, 2010 and March 15, 2012, covered entities may 
choose between the 1991 Standards or the 2010 Standards. Note: Title II entities can also choose 
the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS). Under the “safe harbor” provision, facilities that 
were built or altered in compliance with the 1991 Standards or the UFAS do not have to be brought 
into compliance with 2010 Standards unless the facility undergoes an alteration on or after March 
15, 2012. Elements for which there were no 1991 standards are not eligible for safe harbor. 

Examples of Areas and Facilities Impacted by the Changes (Note this list is not exhaustive): 

A. Recreation Facilities: 
• Amusement rides (Sections 234, 1002) 
• Recreational boating facilities (Sections 235, 1003) 
• Exercise machines and equipment (Sections 206, 236, 1004) 
• Fishing piers and platforms (Sections 237, 1005) 
• Golf facilities (Sections 238, 1006) 
• Miniature golf (Sections 239, 1007) 
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• Play areas (Sections 240, 1008) 
• Saunas and steam rooms (Sections 241, 612) 
• Swimming pools, wading pools, and spas (Sections 242, 1009) 

B. Public Facilities: 
• Judicial facilities (Sections 231, 807, 808) 
• Detention and correctional facilities (Sections 232, 807) 
• Residential dwelling units (Sections 233, 809) 

C. Changes to the 1991 Standards: The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design contain 
more than incremental changes. These changes are addressed in detail in Appendix B to the 
Title III regulations and in the DOJ’s regulatory impact analysis. A few examples of areas 
impacted by these changes are: 
• Children’s standards (optional)  
• Slope of clear floor space and cross slopes maximum 1:48 (Sections 305, 403) 
• Standard knee and toe clearance used for all fixtures (Section 306) 
• Reach range requirements (Section 308) 
• Door surface (Section 404)  
• Maneuvering clearance required at automatic doors (Section 404) 
• Curb ramp level landings (Section 406) 
• Limited Use/Limited Application elevators instead of platform lifts (Section 408) 
• Van parking spaces (Section 502) 
• Passenger loading zones at the same level as the vehicle (Section 503) 
• Stair handrail extension no longer required (Sections 504, 505) 
• Drinking fountain knee clearance and spout height for those standing (Section 602) 
• Clustered single user toilet rooms (Sections 213, 603)  
• Single user toilet door swing (Section 603) 
• Water closet clearances and center lines (Section 604) 
• Ambulatory accessible toilet compartments (Section 604) 
• Urinals, reduced scoping (Sections 213, 605) 
• Lavatories and sinks (Section 606) 
• Bathtub seat height and width (Section 607) 
• Shower compartment thresholds and controls (Section 608) 
• Washing machines and clothes dryers (New – Section 611) 
• Detectable warnings (Section 705) 
• Automatic Teller Machines and fare machines (Section 707) 
• Assembly areas (Sections 221, 802) 
• Kitchens and kitchenettes (New – Section 804) 
• Common use circulation paths in employee work areas (Sections 203.9, 206.2.8) 
• Location of both accessible routes and accessible routes to stages  (Section 206) 
• Transient lodging guest rooms (Sections 224, 806) 
• Benches, size and side transfer (Section 903) 

Call your Regional ADA Center at 1.800.949.4232 for more information on the 2010 
Standards for Accessible Design and to get other Fact Sheets in our nine part series! 
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Public Playground Accessibility Checklist 
 
1. Public Playgrounds must have an accessible route (206.1-2 Accessible Routes) to the play area at 

least 60” wide, maximum running slope of 1:20 and maximum cross slope of 1:48 (403.3 Slope). The 
route to the play area is an accessible route. Minimum width is 36” (403.5.1 Clear Width) and the 
maximum slope is 1:12 (405.2 Slope). Any running slope over 1:20 or 5% is treated as a ramp with 
handrails and landings (403.6 Handrails). For further clarification refer to Chapter 4, Accessible 
Routes, DOJ ADA 2010. 

2. Within the play area, the safety surfacing must comply with ASTM F 1292-99 or -04 Standard 
Specification for Impact Attenuation of Surface Systems Under and Around Playground Equipment 
when located within the use zone for proper impact attenuation. All accessible routes within the 
play area, clear floor or ground spaces at play components required to be accessible and turning 
spaces must comply with ASTM 1951-99 Standard Specification for Determination of Accessibility of 
Surface Systems Under and Around Playground Equipment (1008.2.6 Ground Surfaces). 

3. Within the play area, the accessible route must be at least 60” wide, with a maximum running slope 
of 1:16, a maximum cross slope of 1:48 and a minimum of 80” overhead clearance. For small play 
areas of less than 1000 square feet in total size, the accessible route must be at least 44” wide, with 
a maximum running slope of 1:16, a maximum cross slope of 1:48 and a minimum of 80” overhead 
clearance. (1008.2 Accessible Routes, 1008.2.4 Clear Width, 1008.2.5 Ramps). 

4. Composite play structures that include a transfer system as a means of access must meet the 
following criteria (1008.3 Transfer Systems): 

• Transfer platform height must be between 11-18” with clear minimum width of 24” and 
depth of 14” 

• Transfer steps are maximum of 8” high and include handholds to aid movement. 
• Minimum 30” by 48” transfer space must be provided adjacent to the transfer platform. 

The 48” long minimum dimension of the transfer space shall be centered on and parallel 
to the 24” long minimum side of the transfer platform.  The side of the transfer platform 
serving the transfer space shall be unobstructed.  

5. Composite play structures that include ramps that connect elevated play components as a means of 
access must meet the following criteria (1008.2.5 Ramps): 

• Elevated ramps must be at least 36” wide, maximum running slope of 1:12 and maximum 
length of 144”(12inches) before providing a landing.  

• Elevated ramps must include handrails on both sides meeting hand-gripping criteria and 
with a height between 20-28”. Elevated ramps with handrails, barriers beyond the ramp 
edge and barriers not extending within 1” of the ramp surface must have edge curbing at 
least 2” high for the entire ramp length. No handrail extensions are required. 

• When elevated ramps change in direction, a minimum 60” diameter level landing must be 
provided at both the top and the bottom of each run.  

6. Elevated ramps and accessible platforms attached at ramp levels shall have no openings on surface 
greater than 1/2” and vertical change in level less than 1/4” or up to 1/2” with a 2:1 beveled edge 
(303 Changes in Level). 

7. Openings on elevated ramp accessible platforms for access/egress play opportunities must be 
narrowed to 15” or less. (ASTM F1487-11, Section 7.5.5.2 (1-4)). 

8. Advisory Reach ranges for accessible manipulative and interactive sensory and communicative 
components must have reach range heights between 18-44” for 5-12 year old user age group and 
20-36” for 2-5 year old user age group (Advisory 1008.4.2 Clear Floor or Ground Space). 
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9. Ground level upper body equipment intended 
for use by a person using a mobility device must be less than 54” above protective surfacing, (ASTM 
F1487-11, Section 8.3.3).  

10. Ground level play tables and components must have a minimum vertical knee clearance of at least 
24” high, a minimum depth of at least 17” deep and a minimum width of at least 30”. The maximum 
top of playing surface shall not exceed 31” (1008.4.3 Play Tables). 

11. Composite play structures must have elevated accessible routes by ramp and or transfer systems to 
connect at least 50% of the elevated play components (240.2.2 Elevated Play Components). Large 
composite play structures with more than 20 elevated play components must have at least 25% of 
the elevated play components connected by elevated ramps (1008.2.1 Ground Level and Elevated 
Play Components, Exception 1). 

12. Play areas must have the minimum number of accessible play components and types on the 
accessible routes per the following criteria: Remember it is one of each type at ground level and 
50% elevated that must be accessible. The trigger to use the table is for Additional Number and 
Types.  Where elevated play components are provided, ground level play components shall be 
provided in accordance with Table 240.2.1.2 and shall comply with 1008.4 Play Components. 
EXCEPTION:  If at least 50 percent of the elevated play components are connected by a ramp and at 

least 3 of the elevated play components connected by the ramp are different types of play 
components, the play area shall not be required to comply with 240.2.1.2 . 

 
 
 




